EDUCATION  FOR A WORLD  ADRIFT

health and well-being of the State; it is almost co-extensive
with his duty to his neighbour. It includes everything
which the law requires but also many duties about which
it is silent and which are left to the individual conscience.
It is not passive, not mere abstention from uncivic conduct.
It is active. c We regard the man who holds aloof from
public duties not as "quiet" but as useless.'1 'Public life
is a situation of power and energy; he trespasses against
his duty who sleeps upon his watch as well as he that goes
over to the enemy.52 The ideal state is one where every
citizen is determined to be a part of the community, to
share its burdens, to put its interest before his own, to
sacrifice, if need be, his own wishes, convenience, time and
money to it. It is a machine of which no part is idle or
inefficient, none rusted, broken or ill-fitting, in which each
pulley and cog takes up its full share of the load, and plays
its part in the swift and smooth running of the whole. A
man who evades his taxes is, so far, a bad citizen; but so
is one who, in giving a vote for parliament, thinks only of
his private interests, or is too indifferent or lazy to vote at
all; so is the bad employer, whose treatment of his em-
ployees is not only a breach of the moral law, but adds to
the social problems of the country; so are profiteers and
the traders and clients of the e black market'; so are work-
men, who strike for some private interest when the
existence of their country is at stake; so is the .man who
would be, useful in local government but evades the
burden, not because he cannot, but because he will not,
spare the time.

There is plenty of bad citizenship in Britain, but there
is probably more good citizenship here than in any other
country, though it is not always labelled by that name. It

1 Pericles (Thucydides, n, 40).

* Burke, Thoughts on the Cause of the Present Discontents.
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